
B I B L E  R E A D I N G SB I B L E  R E A D I N G S
Read the following Bible readings throughout this week.  

Talk about what words or phrases stand out for you.

Share your highs and lows, or respond to the following:

ALWAYS ALWAYS 
BE READY BE READY 

FOR JESUS’ FOR JESUS’ 
RETURNRETURN

1. 1. How does it feel to be running late for an How does it feel to be running late for an 
appointment or an event?appointment or an event?

2. 2. Share about an experience you have of  Share about an experience you have of  
being late.being late.
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Bible 
Readings

Gospel readingGospel reading

Matthew 25:1-13 Matthew 25:1-13 
Parable of wise and foolishParable of wise and foolish

DISCUSSDISCUSS

Jesus says that we don’t know when he will Jesus says that we don’t know when he will 
return, so we need to be ready for him. What return, so we need to be ready for him. What 

do you think it means to be ready?do you think it means to be ready?

1st reading1st reading

Joshua 24:1-25Joshua 24:1-25  
The covenant  The covenant  

renewedrenewed

2nd reading2nd reading

1 Thessalonians  1 Thessalonians  
4:13-184:13-18

Believers who  Believers who  
have diedhave died

Plan and prepare a family/household service Plan and prepare a family/household service 
activity. Think about the way each person in activity. Think about the way each person in 
your family can contribute together. Some your family can contribute together. Some 
examples might be:examples might be:
• • Serve morning tea after churchServe morning tea after church
• • Plant flowers, pull weeds and mow the lawn Plant flowers, pull weeds and mow the lawn 

as a surprise for a family who is in crisis.as a surprise for a family who is in crisis.
• • Attend a community working bee.Attend a community working bee.
• • Do another family member’s daily chore.Do another family member’s daily chore.

P R AY E RP R AY E R

B L E S S I N GB L E S S I N G

Lord Jesus, we are Lord Jesus, we are 
waiting for you to waiting for you to 
come again. Take come again. Take 
us to be with you us to be with you 

forever. Amen.forever. Amen.

May God watch May God watch 
over you. May he over you. May he 
keep your faith keep your faith 

strong until Jesus strong until Jesus 
comes again. comes again. 

For this meal and all God’s gifts, let us bless For this meal and all God’s gifts, let us bless 
the Lord. Thanks be to God! Amen.the Lord. Thanks be to God! Amen.

M E A LT I M E  P R AY E RM E A LT I M E  P R AY E R

A C T I O N  R E S P O N S EA C T I O N  R E S P O N S EAction response

Mealtime prayer

SO ALWAYS BE READY, BECAUSE SO ALWAYS BE READY, BECAUSE 
YOU DON’T KNOW T HE DAY OR T HE YOU DON’T KNOW T HE DAY OR T HE 
HOUR T HE SON OF MAN WILL COME.HOUR T HE SON OF MAN WILL COME.      

MATTHEW 25:13MATTHEW 25:13

V E R S E  O F  T H E  W E E KV E R S E  O F  T H E  W E E K


